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LETTERS OF APPAVO), a Hindoo Chris- 
tian, to the Rev. Mr. Rhentus, of Madras. 


My master appointed me to take a long jour- 
nev: in Which [have explained the truth of 
Christianity to some of my friends. Some of 
them much desired of me the Sacred Scriptures. 
I replied, that these volumes will be given to 
them by benevolent Societies, which are form- 
edin different places. They expressed their 
joy, and said, that they should be ever obliged 





Many people, at different places, requested 
me to get them Tamul Books, in which my re- | 
ligion is plainly declared. [am sorry that 1! 
have not breught even some Tracts, of my late) 
Rev. Father John. Some of-these people de 
sire to receive che Sacred Scriptares. T told. 
them that many charitable gentlemen are form. | 
ed into a society, in order to furnish them with: 
such valuable books. Some Gentoo Roman, 
Catholics, whom f found, are very desirous: 
of seeing the Sacred Scriptures. They say | 


— — 











by such valuable books. [ promised to get 
them ‘such, as soon as possible; and in the 
meav time, Ll have explained to them some pas 
sages out ofmy own book. ‘hey are all weil 
satisfied. 

Conjeveramis very ancient. ‘There are two 


pagodas, Which have marks of great antiquity. | 


‘There are now many hundred tnbabitants, 
~wliose hearts are wholly darkened with gross 


they have never seen such valuable treasures in | 
‘their life time. | 
| As I was directed by my master to enquire | 
linto the Jain Religion, E have arrived at this. 
Chittamboore. Here is a Jain Temple, which 

ihas marks of very great antiquity. ‘This Reli-| 
gion is the very ancient and first religion of the’ 
Hindoos, 
‘that was professed by the ancient Britons. 





superstition. About their religion. they en- 
tertain an opinion of it as the highest antiquity. 
i pity to see sa many handred souls perishing 
for lack of knowledge. Many bandred chil. 
drenare neglected in their religion and learn- 
ing. Here the Christians are much degpised. 
Not a single soul of this description in this pop- 
ulous city ! Here without a suitable establish- 
ment, Christianity cannot be introduced in the 
hearts of this people. Sehool establishments 
are much required in this place. 
the attention of the Society, that they may es- 
tablish here some free schools for teaching the 
neglected poor children. 


[humbiy call; 


and Shastres among them isa High Priest. 
H« is likea Bishop § and ts much revered by 
all the Jaina people, like a God. He is seated 
ona silver plated throne. On my approach to 
him, { made my compliments. He desired me 
to sit down. On my friendly intercourse with. 
‘him he found that I was of a foreign religion, | 
and asked me what religion U professed. When: 
‘Ll told him that [Twas a_ Protestant Christian, | 
he and his disciples surrounded me, and re-| 
quested me very earnestly that | would be pleas- 
‘ed to tell them about my religion. 
opportunity of relating to them, from the crea- 














It is said that it was the religion | worship images. 


— 


utmost gratitude to their benefactors, for hav- 
ing presented to them the sacred Books of Chris- 
tians, of which they hitheftto were quite igno- 
rant. They say, that teaching the children 
and giving useful books to ealighten the people, 
are duties of the first importance in their reli- 
gion. For this they explained to me a Sans- 
crit Verse, that such benefactors wilt be placed 
on most elevated seats after their demise in 
this world. Iwas very happy to hear such 
expressions from their mouths. As chevy are 
people who have good Knowledge in good learn- 
ing, they make use of these books very prefita- 
bly. As long as I staid, there, L often saw thom 
read these sacred volumes with some people 
very attentively. 

As there are not ahy Protestants many stp 
posed that we are also the same people wo 
All who see me. find out 


|that Roman Catholics are quite another peos 
In this place there are many learned people | 


ile. 

' At Chitambore, I staid about a month, in 
‘quest of antiquities for my master. and in hap- 
py conversation on the Word of God, with all 
mt as pressed me to state to them its contents. 





[have mentioned your kind intention to the 
‘High Priest with your compliments, with 
which he was much satisfied 5 but he answered, 
'that, as it is not allowed to a Jain High Priest 
iby the laws of Jain, to approach the Europe- 
ans, or other nations, he could give me a prop- 
er answer on my return tothis place. As he 


I took the|jloved me much, he always entertained me with 
all kind of greens which he used to eat, during 


From Chittamboore, a few miles from Conjever-| tion to the Redemption, and about Doomsday.||my residence at that place. 


gm, Appavoo writes thus to Mr. Rhenius. 


Jam happy that the Lord opens a way to | 


gow the good seed of the Gospel among my 

deluded nation. 
After having addressed you from Conjever- 

am, I travelled by the direction of my master, 


from one place to another, in quest of antiqui- | 


ties. Every where 1 was surrounded by mul- 
titudes of Brahmins, and other classes of pee- 
ple. On their request | explained to them the 
particulars of our religion. They say that 
they never knew of the Protestants, but only of 
the Roman-Catholics. Many of them express 
that the religion of the English is the true one ; 
but to enter into it they are afraid, on account 
of the differences of the castes. Some Brah- 
mins have entertained conceits of the very high 
antiquity of their religion. At last on my reas- 
oning, they all were ashamed. 

Some who are of the same case with me, af- 
ter they had entirely lost the fear of my author- 
ity. They asked me why I had spoiled my 
head caste among the Soudras, by entering in- 
to the religion of the English, who eat beef. 
Upon which I proved to them, from the differ- 


ent authorities of their ancient Sages, that there | 


is not any difference in men who were cre- 
ated by God. They all were much satisfied 
at my reasoning from their own books. 





They were all inuch sarprised. The talk which | 


‘Econtinued put them at last in terror. Many 
jlearned people requested me very earnestly to 
\get them the books of my religion. I promised 
ito sendthem four copies of the Sacred Scrip- 
itures, from the stock of the society. ‘To this 
High Priest, { promised totry to get him the 
whole Bible. 

I beg that you will be pleased to send some 
copies of the Sacred Scriptures and Tracts by 
the bearer of this one of the Jaina men. i will 
igive them to the people, that these books may 
be useful to many vilages. About the School 
Establishment [ will write as soon as possible. 
I will use my utmost endeavors to cultivate my 
nation. 











| From Arcot. about seventy miles south-west 
of Madrass, Appavoo writes :— ‘ 


I acknowledge the receipt of your letter, da 
ted 44th of January, together with a parcel of 
sacred treasures. ‘Those sacred treasures were 
duly distributed amongst the poor Jaina people 
who were well accomplished in their Shastres. 


One copy was presented to the High Priest, 
another to a celebrated Jain Poet, a third toa 
scholar well versed in the Shastres, and two 
more Jain Brahmins. 


Qu my way to Arcot, every where 1 explain- 
ed, to all that enquired after it, my true reli- 
gion 3 and told them, that the God of Heaven 
and Earth, who has created us all, wills not 
that they should remain in ignorance and 
perish, but that they should come to the knowl 
edge of the truth, and be reconciled unto hin 
by thedeath of the Lord Jesus Christ, who 
came into the world to save sinners. Some de- 
sired ine to get them books, for this imforma- 
tion. I promised to supply them with books 
Shortly. Many are wiiling to hear the word 
of God, and wish to see Christian Teachers. 

If Christian Readers or Catechists, like the 
faithful Abdool Messeeh, were sent into these 
countries with the sacred volumes, certainly I 
fully hope, that many Heathen would be con- 
verted from worshiping dumb idols unto the 
living God. I beg you very ardently, that you 
would be pleased to recomm, nd this case to the 
scrivas consideration of the Church Missionary 
Society, that they may be pleased to send Mis- 
sionaries, and to supply Readers and Cate- 
chists, and to erect Cliristian Churches, in ev- 
ery principal statien in this part of India. I 
hope ali the prophecies, which are stated inthe 
Scriptures, are very near to be fulfilled. 

On my arrival at Arcot, I had the blessing 














All of them (Appavoo adds) express their|jof meeiing the Rev. Mr. Smyth, Me was 
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much satisfied at the sight of me, when FE toid 
him the object of my travel, and the good op- 
portunity which IT have to spread the Word of} 
God to my nation. He was much rejoiced, and 
said that this is the grand object, above all’ 
other. He enquired about the Jain High Priest, 
and about my explaining to the Heathen. I 





was very happy in relating this to him. As 


soon as I requested New ‘Testaments, he gave) vinced by a moment’s reflection ; of which, in- |, 


ideed, most men are convinced. Yet, after the 


me immediately the only four which he had in 
his possession; three of which were duly dis- 
tributed among the Arcot people: one I kept 
for the remembrance of his name. He was 
very happy to see me now and thenin my leis- 
ure hours. ‘'wice he gave me tea and bread, 
as you have done at your table. Twice I at: | 
tended the Evening Divine Service in his: 
Chapel ; always he preached on repentance, in 
an impressive manner. His house is open to 
all people who are willing to come to him, | 
found him exactly like my late Rev. Father 
Join. Efound Mrs. Smyth tobe a kind moth- 
er towards Christians. She unceasingly at- 
tends inher works. As you have recommen- 
led me to the blessing of such a pious minister 

lam bound in the highest obligation for your 
kindness. Lhave advised with him about the 
School Establishment in Conjeveram. He 
gave his opinion, that it will be expedient to 
keep there a Reader, a Catechist, and a School 
master, as it is a populous city. 

Arcot, likewise is a populous city, where 
many Koman Catholics are seen. Itis alsoa 
place in which the Society might establish a 
Cherch. If you make a journey to the region 
about Perriapollum to Vandadeli, certainly it 
will be of great use. Lam very happy to hear) 
that you are to build a church in the middle of 
Madras. 

I wishto Know much about your new con- 
gregation. I wish ts serve under the society, 
as areader; but, asmy master loves me en. 
tirely, f will never part from him. I am go- 
ing off with all the intelligence I can, in the 
business of my master. 1 have made a great 
number of collections. 

Be pleased to supply the Rev. Mr. Smyth 
with sacred books, especially the Fracts of my 
Jate Rev. Father John, and Bible Histories, | 
that they may be useful in my travel, to distrib 
ute among the Heathen, who desire them very 
much. 
books will produce in them good effect. 

Phope soon to have your answer. 











I beg 


much that you will be pleased to give me the) 


fast two volumes of the Missionary Register. 
[ am collecting for you the images. 1 beg that 
you will ve pleased to write abeut me to the Rev. 
Mr. Schnarre, and assure hin of my humble 
respects. 1 wish to know about the Christian 
Missionaries who came lately, where they are. 
As the limits of my letter are very short, I beg 
to conclude, and beg pardon for my boldness 
and trouble. 

Rev. and very kind Sir, Your very obedi- 
ent Servant, T. N. APPavoo. 





ON THE DECEITFULNESS OF RICHES. 
From the Panoplist. 


Riches deceive men by magnifying the means 
of enjoyment which they confer, and by conceal- 
iig the evils which they bring in their train. 
But without studying perfect accuracy, as to 
these classes of delusions, I would call the rea 
der’s notice to several instances. of that deceit- 
fuln ss, which our Saviour attributes to wealth. 

4. Men almost universally prove by their ac- 


under its power till long experience shows them), 
their folly, or till death removes them from all | 
This surprising trait||“*‘* 
in the human character is justly seized by Dr. jaudience a few years ago, that of all the mew of 

‘property in that town, at the time he made the 
declaration, not one was a descendant of a rich 


‘family resident in the place forty years before. 


lamities ? or to hundreds of others, which migiit 
jbe mentioned? 


we ae ae 





I hope one day the reading of these’ 


panes who would preserve his wealth, has to 


aquest 


f 158 | 


thens all temporal good, and secare them from, 
Fall temporal evil; in short, that money will, 
infallibly make them happy while they possess 
it. Now this is one of the grossest delusions, 
that ever led infatuated mortals astray. Itis a | 
deiusion that is most easily detected, and of 
which any man of common sense may be con-| 


most entire conviction, nearly all immediately), 
yield themselves to the same deceit, and remain | 


their schemes of gain. 


Chalmers, as a striking proof of the malignant 
agency, exerted upon the minds of men, by the 
arch-deceiver. 

The fact is, that wealth cannot secure any en- 
joyment whatever; nor can it defend them from 
one tenth part of the temporal evils, to which our 
frai! nature is liable. The rich man, to be sure, 


"o> ya 
|tions, that they suppose riches can procufe for’; all human a'tempts to become independent of 


joyment. 


‘is altogether delusive. 





does not often suffer from cold or hunger; nor) : 
man,or has any hereditary property. 


it will certainly be fifty years hence. 


is it common for the industrious poor man to en- 
dure much evil from these causes. But what 
shall be said of the immense catalogue of mala 
dies, which afflict the body and mind of man 2}: 
fas the possessor of we ‘ith obtained an immu-| 
nity from fever, consumption, paisy, or apo- 
plexy? Is he never harrassed by inquietude, 
anxiety, nelancholy, or even by that most aw- 
ful of temporal evils. raving insanity? What is 


} 
occasional exposure to hunger and cold, com-| 


pared with any one of the preceding list of ca 


And how manifest a delusion 
is it, that money should pretend to be the grand 
remedy of human misery. How utterly unable 
for instance, is all the property in the world to 
compensate for many domestic afflictions ;—to 
cure the termagancy of a wife, or to make it} 
tolerable ? to sestore a darling cuild languish-| 
ing ina consumption, or to save a profligate} 
from disgrace and ruin? 


2. Riches are deceitful because they appear 
to be durable and permanent, while they are in}, 
fact subject to the same uncertainty and muta- 
bility as other things in this fluctuating. world, | 
On some accounts, they are peculiarly: exposed 
to be lost. They are an object of almost uni- 
versal cupidity ; and the money, which is sup. 
posed to make one man happy, offers the same 
boon to any of his neighbors who can get pos- 
session of it. Of course, there is a continual 
scrambling for the same identical possessions. 
it is far different with many other desirable 
thingsin this world, If I have health, or beau 
ty, industry, or a capacity fur business, none 
but a fiend could be tempted to destroy these 
sources of enjoyment ; because no person could 
derive any benefit from their destruction. ‘The 


contend not only with the numberless vicissi- 
tudes, to which earthly possessions are liable, 
but with all the frauds, which the keenest inge- 

nuity can devise. 
the vicissitudes, which no finite sagacity can 
foresee, and no precaution guard against, are 
either small or few. Every species of proper. 
ty is continually exposed to depreciation ; ani 
most kinds to very great and ruinous deprecia 
tion. ‘This exposure can never be avoided. It 





~~ 


God, in regard to any single possession or en 
‘The instances are surprisingly nu. 
merous, in every country, of persons who have 


once been rich, but are now poor. 


3. Riches pretend to afford the means of com. 


“petency, respectability, and even luxury, to the 


children of their possessers ; but this pretence 
To this simple state- 
‘ment every rich man inthe community will sub- 


join his emphatic assent; and yet ninety nine 


rich men out of every hundred will remain per- 
fect slaves to the delusion. Thelate Dr, Dwight 
declared in a sermon preached to a New Haven 


A siunilar declaraiion might be made respecting 
many towns, how containing great numbers of 
wealthy people. ‘Take all the rich men in the 
United States, who are advanced in life, and 
probably not one in twenty is the son of a rich 

And so 
The rich 
merchant, the opulent landholder of the year 
1870, is now drawing his first breath im some 
humble dwelling, or beginning to learn the al- 
phabet, at some obscnre village school, clad in 
the labors ofan idustrious mother’s hands ; and 
many sons of wealthy and pampered families 
will gladly receive bread at his door. 

4. it is a delusion to suppose, that wealth is 
a real benefit to children, could it be safely pre- 
served, and carefully delivered into their hands. 


Many parents are fully aware of the difficuity 
‘of keeping property for their children, but seem 


ito imagine, that if this difficulty can: once be 
jovercomne, the objects of their fondest love will 
‘be rendered happy. No hope was ever more 





Let it not be thought, that} 


— 2 ee 


| their passessors. 


chimerical than this, or more plainly proved to 
be so by observation, as well as by Scripture. 


| What need be said on the subject, after our Sa- 
viour has declared, in language impossible to be 


misunderstood unless by the wilfully blind, that 
riches are a great hindrance to: religion, and 
render the salvation of the possessor more dif- 
ficult, and less probable, than it would other- 


i‘ wise be? * Are you willing.” said Dr. Dwight, 
in the sermon vefore alluded to, « that it should 
be nore difficult ; will you toil through life to 
make it more difficult, for your children to en- 


ter the kingdom of heaven, than for a camel to 
pass through the eye of a needle 2?” 


If, indeed. the possession of property were 
the supreme good, a judicious parent would not 
wish bis children to inherit great wealth ; for 
they would be less likely to pass through life in 
the enjoyment of it when received by inheri- 
tance, than to become wealthy by their own ex- 
ertions ; if, depending on these exertions, they 
entered upon the years of active labor with a 
good education, virtuous habits, and little pro- 
perty. But money is not the supreme good ; 
and he, who inherits a large share of it, 13 in 
danger of being disheartened, depressed, and 


} ruined by losing his patrimony; or idle and 
| dissolute by spending it; or mean and sordid 


by hoarding it ; or careful, perplexed and anx- 
ious by struggling to preserve it. In all these 
ways, they are adverse to the spiritual good of 
lt will be found, after a tho- 








is curious to observe, that those, who take 


very often subject to the most mortifying and 
distressing losses ; as if Providence were about 





great pains to render their property secure, are | 


rough examination of our churches, that of the 
few wealthy men, who give hopefal evidence of 
piety, the greater part are so much engrossed 
with temporal things, that they make small ad- 





teaching them and others the absolute futility of 











vances in religion. Splendid exceptions there 










may be; but the truth of the gencral observa- 
fion cannot be questioned. 


5, Riches expose to many temptations and 
ains, while they deceive each votary by the flat- 
tering suggestion that he shall escape. What- 
ever the world may think of it, the christian 
knows, that the exposure ofour frail and erring 
nature to temptation is no trifle; and that the 
man, who covets a state of temptation, has 
very little acquaintance with his own heart, or 
very little perception of the malignity of sin. 
The temptations of the rich are various and mul- 
tiplied. Some of the priacipal tend to pride, 
idleness, luxury, dissipation, and intemperance. 
Ilow sadly prevalent these temptations are, 
the history of man, in every state of society, 
but too plainly shows. Let it be remarked, 
that the comparison ts not between a state of 
wealth and a state of abject poverty ; but be- 
tween wealth and that condition, in which all 
reasonable wants are supplied by industry and 
economy. ‘This safer condition is rejected with 
disdain by multitudes, who madly rush on be- 
yond it, that they may be rich and miserable. 















6. Riches deceive men in a most deplorable 
manner, When they prompt to great and enor- 
nous crimes, by promising a compensation for 
the loss of character, for the disregard of con- 
ecience, and for the violation of the divine law. 
tlow numerous have been the instances of this 
delusion, from times of the earliest antiquity, to 
the murder of Fualdes the last year, and the pi- 
racies and murders now perpetrating under the 

over of South American flags. How awful the 
perjuries, how atrocious the robberies, how 
complicated the frauds, how cruel the slaugh- 
ter, how base and ungrateful the treasons, into 
which men have been drawn by the allurements 
of gold: and how woefully have they been dis- 
appointed in the result of all these enterprises. 
They have universally found, that money, in 
such cases, never fulfils its promises : but that 
i+ has cheated them out of their character, their 
peace of conscience, often their lives, and their 
salvation. 









7. Riches are deceitful because they are ac- 
toally obtained by few, while they hold forth a 
flattering prospect to all. Look through our 
country. and among the many thousands of de- 
clarved bankrupts, what individual will you find, 
who did not expect to be rich? And among 
many thousands of others, who are in straiten- 
ed circumstances, though not bankrupts, how 
few will deny, that they have pleased their im- 
aginations with the dream of wealth 5 and that 
their desires, and their exertions, and their 
hopes, have been powerfully excited by the pros- 
pect of attaining it. Still nothing can be more 
evident, than that the vast majority of man- 
kind can never be rich, and must assuredly be 
disappointed ifthey expect it. 


Thus it appears, that riches delude the hu- 
man race, by raising hopes, which cannot be re- 
alized; by promising happiness, which they 
cannot bestow ; by pretending to a stability and 
permanency, which they do not possess; and 
by employing the mind about trifles, while the 
vast concerns of eternity are forgotten. It is 
with infinite propriety, then, that our Saviour 
spoke of their decettfulness. 


Should the preceding observations attract the 
notice of readers, it is probable that some re- 
flections on the manner in which property is to 
be sought and used, may be inserted in a future 
number. A. B. 
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METHODIST MISSIONARY SOCIETIES IN 
UNITED STATES. 


THE 


Extracts from an Address to the members of the 
Methodist Church on the establishment of Fo- 
reign Missions 


. (Concluded from our last.) 


Such is their encouragement too, that they 
have caused the sending of other Missionaries 
to Madras, Bombay, Cormandal, &c.—and 
these hopeful events, it is manifest, are but the 
inciprent state of a vast future field of usefulness. 
The people ofthe east, are gentle and willing 
to learn; and under the providence of God, 
which stedfastly kept the Wesleyan Metho- 
dists attached to the established ciurch, their 
adherence, seems now to receive its reward ; 
for, from this cause, they are now specially hon- 
ored in India, both by the natives and by the 
distinguished Englishmen in authority: by the 
former, because they see them patronized by 
the government, which they reverence ; and by 
the latter, because they say « these are not dis- 
senters, but Churchmen;:” even the Archbish- 
op of Calcutta seems to regard Methodism « as'| 
a pious and most industrious daughter, nour-| 
ished in herown bosom.” Thus, by seeming 
adventitious means, the truth is reverenced and 
made accessible and welcome. Many of these 
missionaries, are voluntarily paid out of the 
funds granted by the British government to 
chaplains and teachers ; and thus they are en- 
abled to have their expenses much lightened to 
the Society at home; besides which, they are 
much aided in their enterprizes by munificent 
gifis ; as for instance, 800 rix dollars was giv- 
cnasa gift to the building of the « Wesleyan 
Uhapel” in Columbo by the British Governor 
who honoured the first opening and preaching, 
with his presence. 
The Christian, who can read the lively hopes 
ofthe missionaries themselves, as detailed in 
their several familiar letters to their friends, 
(published in our magazines) setting forth, in 
ardent terins, their hopes of converting the 
heathen, must be cold, and dead indeed, to all 
that should cheer and enliven a Christian mind 
who can forbear to exclaim, «I also will be- 
come a belper in this great work !? 
Let us reflect too, that all these missionaries, 
individually, but as with one voice, enjoin the 
prayers again and again, of all the people of 
Zion, for their success in the mission: and this 
isnot a vain call: for the Societies in England, 
do actually make ita part oftheir business to 
pray for them both privately and publicly. The 
contributors have therefore an object and an 
engagement to prayer, which we have not: nor 
can we, though included in the claim of the 
misionaries give our prayer with heartiness, 
who have never helped them by our gifts. 
With all these facts bfeore us affording us so 
many motives, to partake of the spirit now 
generally pervading the evangelized part of 
Christendom ; shall some timid, or languid 
minds, which have never expanded to these en- 
larged hopes of the Christian world, possess 
such pernicious influence as to restrain as ma- 
ny as are * willing minded,” from longer 
participating in these things !: Shall the sug- 
gestion of avarice, or any other cause disincline 
the affluent from giving liberally of their abun- 
dance to promote so glorious an object! Shall 
sluggish hearts, slow to believe, discountenance 
the efforts of those who desire to be hearty in 
this service ? Shall such discourage by pointing 
us to possible or plausible obstacles, that thus 








our churches may continue disinterested spec- 


fators amid the general labours around us; 
‘Heaven forbid! Let os rather take courage 
| from our actual experience, and boldly « hope 
ove things’’—« believe all things!’ Were we 
‘not ourselves, some fifty years ago, a very lit- 
‘tle company (like Elijah’s little cloud, the size 
of a man’s band.) all enclosed under a small 
wired house in New York, and now behold 
‘we are multiplied, (even amidst reproach and 
opposition,) into bands ;’’—yea, into 230,000 ! 
and our churches are planted allover the iand! 
—nay where was the *« little leaven”’ itself, first 
hiddenin Mngland, 80 years ago! and how has 
it leavened now the whole nation, though every 
where opposed, even by these in church, until 
that church, which reckoned not scarce one 
evangelical minister, when Wesley began, now 
perceives & ownsits hundreds! Shall we not then 
rather hope for, andclaim, greater things ? Be- 
hold the means is at hand and accessible to all: 
like the gospel, which is universal, and embra- 
ces all mankind in its mercy ; so the means 
of sending it to the «* utmost verge of this green 
earth,’—is within the ability of all—even of 
the poorest of men to aid in; for all men, not 
actual paupers, can contribute their mite of 
one cent per week ; and this small contribution 
from 230,000 Methodists can realize 115,000 
dollars a year! Such surprising resources, 
from such small means, 2s characteristic of that 
gospel which it purposes to aid—propagated 
‘by the small things” of this world, *¢ lest any 
man should boast,” and working by * things 
that are naught,” to produce ends that are 
mighty. 

“We are called upon therefore, as a people to 
follow the good example of our fathers and 
brethren in Kngland—Let us now begin our 
mite Societics /—Let Philadelphia, as she tras 
been the parent of American Bible Societies, be- 
come also the parent of ali the Methodist mis- 
sionary Societies in the United States. ‘T’o this 
end, let us commune with each other; let us 
discuss and diffuse the present arguments 
wherever we can; and let us forthwith convene 
a general public meeting, to enter upon the form- 
ation of a society, by the adoption of ali such 
rules and regulations as shail be most expedient 
to effect these desired ends. And, having for- 
med such a society, let us address ourselves to 
our bishops and conferences, to be aiding in the 
institution of similar societies as auxiliaries 
and branches. ‘To this end, let us solicit the 
appointiwent of a special mission, of one or two 
of the preachers of popular gifts, to visit every 
large city on our sea board, or capital city in 
each state. to animate the people there, by con- 
vening public meetings, to form similar insiitu- 
tions, and let those State or District Auxiliaries, 
so to be formed, become the parent of their se- 
veral branches, for circuits, cities, or towns. 
With such aids from men in authority, and the 
concert of the people, we should immediately 
behold ourselves in possession of a machinery 
which would realise all the great funds herein 
before contemplated. 


In conclusion let us regard those memorable 
words of Dr. Coke’s last and farewell address, 
on the occasion of this mission in which he lost 
his life. He being dead, yet speaketh”? to us/ 





It isin your power (says he) to be co-work- 
ers in this cause of missions together with us 
and with God. Let me therefore entreat you, 
as you wish well to the cause of Christ, to ren- 
der this GREAT WORK some pecuniary assis- 
tance: and when our brethren solicit your cor- 








tributions, do not withhold your hand !°? 
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THE WoRSHIP OF THE HINDOOS. 


The temples, as is suggested in the sermon, 
are the habitations of the gods, and not places 
of accommodation for assembled worshippers. 
Some of them are large and high, with a dome 
and spire, but the apartments of the gods are 
small. Many of the temples which I have seen, 
are low buildings, having several apartments 
for different gods. ‘These apartments admit no 
light except by the door, through which in pas- 
sing the temples, the different deities may be 
geen enshrined, and glittering with gilded orna. 
ments. ‘There is considerable variety in the 
size of the apartments, which, generally, are so 
small, as to be capable of admitiing, hardly a 
dozen people atatime. Little temples, for one 
deity only, are common, and are scattered over 
town and country ; but in the principal places 
of resort, there are generally a number, and all 
the temples are painted on the outside with an 
immense variety of figures, exhibiting to the | 
eye the wild fables of Hindoo mythology. 

Many of the worshippers perform their ser- 
vice before the door, standing in the vestibule. | 
They carefully fix their eyes upon the god to | 
whose presence they have come, mutter, indis- | 
tinctly. afew words, salute the image by bring- 
ing both hands to the forehead ; bow the head, | 
slowly and solemnly, turn around, ring the bell, 
and retire. I have often stood in front of the 
temple of the goddess of Bombay, (for I could 
by no means be suffered to enter it,) and seen 
these acts of worship. And I have observed 
the proceedings of those devouter ones, who 
enter into the temple itself. E have observed 
them, as they entered, bringing their hands to 
their foreheads, and bowing to her very feet ; 











touching themselves, apparently, with some sa- 


cred water, and then joining those, who were || tree became literally covered. 


circumambulating the goddess, making a con-— 


tinual, and unbroken circle. At ten o’clock in 
the morning, I have observed her stripped of her 


ornaineuts, (as wellas her neighbor deities) and | 
the Brahmins and Brahminees, washing and | 
purifying her, tobe again apparelled and adorn- | 


ed for the worship of her deluded votaries. I 
should have noticed the offerings of flowers 
which are daily presented to her, and how her 
neck is overhung witha multitude of odoriferous 
necklaces. 

‘The same ceremonies of worship are perform 
od at the other temples. As the worshippers 
retire, they pay their tribute to the Brahmins 
attendant at the temples ; who sit in the vesti- 
bule on cach side of the door, and receive a few 
kernels of rice from the several worshippers in 
succession. These collections, and the offer- 
ings to the gods, furnish their daily livelihood. 

Besides the ordinary daily worship, which has 
been described, there is a noisy service per- 
formed in the morning and evening, by compa- 
nies of singers, who unite their voices with the 
discordant clangor ef cymbals. In the singing 
on these occasions, the voice is carried to its ut- 


mest stretch, and the countenance violently dis- | 


torted, partly, as the natural consequence, and 
partly, as an affectation of earnestness. To 
please the gods, and not to harmonize the feel- 
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is common to observe them using forms of sal- 
utation, and repeating praises while washing in 
the morning. Before eating, they wash their 
bodies as an act of religious purification, and in 
vonnection with religious worship. 
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A very considerable part of the service which 
the Hindoos pay their gods, is the fulfilment of 
vows. ‘To making these, in great varieties, 
they are exceedingly addicted, not only to pro- 
cure the removal of great evils, to avert great 
dangers, and procure important favors but on 
very slight occasions. ‘Ihe circumambulation 
of the gods, which has been mentioned is not 
only a part of the ordinary daily service but is 
often performed in consequence of a vow. ‘The 
votary determines the number of circumvolu- 
tions, I suppose, by the degree of influence over 
the gods, which the case seems to require. 

The religious fig-tree, “ with heart-shaped, 
pointed, and tremulous leaves,” is highly vener- 
ated by the Hindoos, as sacred to Vishnoo, and 
is worshipped in the manner which has now 
been described. ‘This tree I have observed at 
different temples, but there is a very large and 
aged one ata temple inthe centre of Bombay, 
which is more particularly venerated and wor- 
shipped. Itis walled around, and a flagged 
footwalk is prepared for the accommodation of 
the worshippers. Images of clay are placed 
around the body of the tree. To this tree num- 
bers of the natives daily resort, to fulfil their 
vows, “hich can be done in many cases only 
by some hundreds of revolutions. I have gene- 
rally observed, when,I have visited the place 
early in the morning, twenty persons or more, 
following each other around the tree, muttering 
as they went, and throwing upon it their little 
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petitions tor the efficacy of the Divine Spirit tg 
attend the means of grace.” 
would then be, emphatically, an altar of incense, 


there his honour dwells.— here christians mn 
gage in his special service; and there he com. 


me 









‘Lhe sanctnary 


God is in the congregation of his people ; 


forts their hearts. Should each christian, while 
hearing divine truth, speud every moment in 
wrestling for a blessing upon it, we have reason 
to believe that ministers would be more anima. 
ted 5—that the words they speak would have a 
more powerful impression on the hearts and 
consciences of sinners; and that they would 
not have so often to lament, “« How have we 
laboured in vain, and spent our strength for 
nought and in vain.” 

Fhe Most High is wont to crown with success 
his owninstitations I[tis in the use of his own 
appointed means only, that we can hope for 5 
blessing on ourselves or others. The preach. 
ing of the gospel, is distinguished as one of the 
most powerful means for the conversion of sin. 
ners. But why is it that so little effect is pro. 
duced, by the dispensation of the word of God) 
It is not because christians pray so little, in 
God’s house of prayer? «I will be enquired of, 
by the house of Israel to do it for them.” 

Is not the reflection, that we are in the midst | 
of a congregation, most of whom we have rea. 
son to believe, are still in their sins, calculated 
to effect car minds with the deepest solicitude 
on their account 3 and to excite  groanings 
which cannot be uttered—that they may bs 
‘6 snatched as bramis from the burning,” and 
be made the trophies of Divine Grace. 

How important that this opportunity be im. 
proved. While the sight of such a number in 








offerings of rice and flowers, till the roots of the 
‘rhe Asceticks 


tween the worshippers, upon the images of the 
gods. 

There isa religious service (which I have ob- 
served very frequently) common, I believe prin- 
cipally, among the lower classes, in fulfilinent 
ofa vow. Itia denominated by a name, which 


| denotes the complete prostration of every part 


of the body, and seems to be an acknowledge- 
ment of an entire surrender. A curtain is held 
over the head of the votary, by four persons, 
each supporting a corner. An offering of co- 
coa-nuts, fruits and flowers, and a band of noisy 
instruments attend him. ‘hus attended, he 
measures his way towards the temple of the 
god he serves, by repeatedly prostrating his bo- 
dy. Ateach prostration the procession stands, 


the votary lays his body in the dust. In the 
busiest hours of the day, and in the most public 
streets, these processioas are continually pas- 
sing, and filling the streets with a perpetual din. 
Appendix to Mr. Nott’s Sermon. 


Fa! 
IMPORTANCE OF PRAYER IN THE HOUSE OF GOD. 
To the Editor of the Religious Intelligencer. 


Sia,—Should you think the following remarks, 


| worthy of a place in your publication, you are at lib- 


would sometimes come and toss in leaves be- | 


and the musicians strike up a louder tone, while | 


| 


| thee go except thou bless me.” 


their sins affects the heart, and while the Am- 
bassador of Jesus is proclaiming terms of re- 
conciliation, let every christian, in the language 
of humb!e faith and prayer, cry, I will not let 
; *§ Crown thy 
word with success ; let it not be like theseed by 
the way side, in stony places, or among thorns; 
and let not the adversary of souls, take away 
thy truth out of the hearts of those who hear 
it.” «* Revive thy work O Lord, that thy peo- 
ple may rejoice in thee.” 

What a mighty weapon would this be to drive 
Satan from his strong hold in the hearts of 
sinners ; how effectually would it tend to +* hold 
up the hands” of a Minister of Jesus ; and how 
greatly would it be the means of lessening the 
number of those, to whom the gospel is a « ga- 
vor of death unto death.” H. 


— 








Two Juvenile Education Societies have been re- 
cently formed in Boston, Auxiliary to the Massachu- 
setts Baptist Education Society, One of them is 
composed of young ladies and numbers 76 members 
—the other is composed of young men under the age 
of 35 years, and what is very unusual is much the 
most numerous, Containing 300 members. 





DIED,—In New York, onthe 9th. ult. John E- 
Caldwell, Esq. Editor of the Christian Herald, and 
Agent of the American Bible Society. 









ings in their worship, seems to be the object of | 
this act ofservice. The choir of musicians are | 
generally a solitary company, all whose senses, | 
one would imagine, must be stunned by their | 
owD noise. | 


It is usual for the Hindoos to keep in their 
4 uwn houses, small images, and even smooth | good of souls present. 

stones brought from sacred places. These they I was struck with the thought, ‘* How inter- 
worship at home, besides the ordinary visible || esting would it be, if all christians, while in the 


worship which has been already described. It || house of God, were earnestly sending up their 


erty to insert them. 


On the last Sabbath, while listening to the 
joyful sound of the gospel, I cast my eyes a- 
round upon the congregation, and felt my mind 
peculiarly impressed, with desires that the 
word spoken, might be made effectual to the 
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